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poison. One piece of carelessness in tins respect might throw
such doubt on the evidence, that a guilty man might possibly
be acquitted; or, on the other hand, it would open the door
to the possibility of an innocent man being found guilty.

Untracoable            It should be remembered, that although great advances

poisoub.             have been made in the knowledge of poisons, there are still

some poisons which cannot be detected. It does not there-
fore necessarily follow, that because the chemical examiner
is unable to find any trace of poison in the remains sub-
mitted to him, no poison has been submitted. Again, in
other cases the chemical examiner may certify that a poison
has been administered, but at the same time he may be
unable to say what the poison is. For instance, during the
year 1883, Dr. Kogers, in his report, says, that " uniden-
tified organic poisons were detected in eight ceses * * #.
By chemical processes, an unknown poison may be extracted
in a comparatively pure condition from a large bulk of
organic matters, and its detection therefore greatly aided,
but so long as the substance cannot be identified, its
poisonous character cannot be established by chemical
tests."

Dr. Van Steyzen, chemical examiner of Madras, in his
annual report for 1888, says: "At the same time such
poisonous principles extracted from the viscera, are not
necessarily connected with the cause of death, nor are they
to be regarded as having been introduced into the system
during life for alkaloid poisons are developed in the cadaver,
resembling in many respects some of the more common
vegetable poisons. The discovery of the alkaloids of putre-
faction, though not of very recent date, threatened to
outrun the resources of the medico-legist, but since Selmi
of Italy, and Otto of Germany successfully contested the
conclusions for the prosecution in two celebrated cases of
criminal poisoning, such an impetus was given to scientific
workers, on account of the medico-legal importance of these
(ptomaines/ that although exact differentiation is in some
cases a matter of much delicacy and difficulty, the possibility
of distinguishing a vegetable alkaloid introduced during life
from a ' ptomaine' is in many cases, at any rate, fortunately
established."